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Across Greece LGBTQI+ refugees and people seeking asylum face s ignif icant st igma,  discr imination and barr iers  to access
support ,  exploding them at  r isk of  ser ious harm and erode their  human r ights .   

“Here in the camp,  people don’ t  l ike us ,  we suf fer  insults ,  hate ,  jealousy and other  forms of  mockery .  S ince we’ re  powerless at
these type of  things ,  we ask ourselves i f  this  is  the s i tuat ion only in the RIC camp or  i t ’ s  l ike this  in the whole Europe”  -

Patr ice

L G B T Q I +  R E F U G E E S  I N  G R E E C E  N E E D  S A F E T Y  &
P R O T E C T I O N ,  N O T  D I S C R I M I N A T I O N  &  F E A R .  

1 )  S A F E T Y  &  S E C U R I T Y

L G B T Q I +  p e r s o n s  a r e  n o t  p r o v i d e d  t h e  s a f e t y ,  s e c u r i t y  &  d i g n i t y  t h a t  t h e y  r e q u i r e  t o  h a v e  t h e i r  f u n d a m e n t a l
r i g h t s  p r o t e c t e d  a s  t h e  G r e e k  a u t h o r i t i e s  c o n t i n u e  t o  p l a c e  p e o p l e   i n  u n s u i t a b l e  a n d  d a n g e r o u s  a c c o m m o d a t i o n
a c r o s s  G r e e c e .  W h i l s t  t h e  E C H R  s t a t e s  t h a t  “ a s y l u m  s e e k e r s  w h o  c l a i m  t o  b e  a  p a r t  o f  a  v u l n e r a b l e  g r o u p  i n  t h e
c o u n t r y  w h i c h  t h e y  h a d  t o  l e a v e ,  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  s h o u l d  e x e r c i s e  p a r t i c u l a r  c a r e  i n  o r d e r  t o  a v o i d  s i t u a t i o n s
w h i c h  m a y  r e p r o d u c e  t h e  p l i g h t  t h a t  f o r c e d  t h e s e  p e r s o n s  t o  f l e e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e . ”  T h i s  i s  f a r  f r o m  t h e  r e a l i t y
i n  G r e e c e .  I n  c a m p s  L G B T Q I +  p e r s o n s  a r e  f o r c e d  c o n c e a l  t h e i r  L G B T Q I +  i d e n t i t y ,  l a c k i n g  p r i v a c y  a n d  f a c e  s t i g m a ,
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a n d  h a r r a s s e m e n t  o n  a  d a i l y  b a s i s .  Q u e e r  p e r s o n s  i n  d e t e n t i o n  a r e  h e l d  w i t h o u t  a n y  r e g a r d  f o r
t h e i r  s a f e t y .  P e r s o n s  c o n s i d e r e d  v u l n e r a b l e  a n d  h o u s e d  i n  E S T I A  I I  a p a r t m e n t s ,  a r e  o f t e n  p l a c e d  w i t h
h o m o p h o b i c / t r a n s p h o b i c  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  p e r o n s  f r o m  t h e  c o m m u n t i e s  t h e y  w e r e  s e e k i n g  p r o t e c t i o n  f r o m .
M o r e o v e r  i n c r e a s i n g  n u m b e r s  o f  L G B T Q I +  a s y l u m  s e e k e r s /  r e f u g e e s  a r e  h o m e l e s s  i n  u r b a n  a r e a s  s u c h  a s  A t h e n s  &
T h e s s a l o n i k i  o f t e n  s u b j e c t  t o  v i o l e n c e  a n d  h a r a s s m e n t .   

 
“ … t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  h a v e  n e i t h e r  a l l o w e d  m e  t o  e x i t  t h e  i s l a n d  n o r  p r o v i d e d  a  s a f e  a r e a  f o r  m e  a s  a  p e r s o n  o f  d i f f e r e n t

s e x u a l i t y . ”  -  A l e d   

2 )  V U L N E R A B I L I T I E S  A N D  S U P P O R T
The Greek Authorit ies continue to fai l  to address the needs and vulnerabil i t ies  of  LGBTQI+ people.The majority of
LGBTQI+ persons seeking asylum are survivors of  physical  or  sexual  violence,  pervasive discr imination and st igma
after .  This  often results  in poor mental  and physical  health and more isolat ion in society .  LGBTQI+ persons rarely have
their  vulnerabil i t ies recognised and reception staff  lack the training and knowledge to identi fy and address these,
especial ly  for  survivors of  torture,  sexual  violence or  HIV+ persons.  Even when vulnerabil i t ies are recognised there is  a
lack of  adequate support ,  especial ly  special ist  services that ful ly  understands the needs LGBTQI+ persons have in
service provis ion ( i .e  healthcare,  ESTIA etc . ) .  There is  especial ly  a lack of  support  for  the trans and gender non-
confirming community .  

 
“ i t  is  not  easy to just  recover  f rom mental  stuf f .  Many of  us had torture ,  persecut ions… a lot  of  things happened to us . ”

(Abdul )

3 )  A S Y L U M  P R O C E S S  I S S U E S

People seeking international  protect ion on the basis  of  their  sexual  or ientation,  gender identity ,  expression and/or sex
characterist ics  (SOGIESC) face numerous barr iers  within the asylum process.  On account of  the nature of  their  claim, the
expectat ion to art iculate the reason for  seeking asylum to the authorit ies can be a barr ier  in i tself .  Applicants with
diverse SOGIESC are l ikely to have experienced st igma or discr imination,  whether this  is  personal  or  f rom discr iminatory
rhetoric .  On account of  the st igma and cr iminal izat ion,  applicants may have been forced to hide their  identity in their
country of  or igin,  which can reaff i rm internal  feel ings of  shame or internal ized homophobia .  Moreover ,  suppressing one’s
identity or  or ientat ion means that there is  a lack of  space for  them to explore or  be comfortable with their  identity .  This
is  further complicated by the expectat ion for  applicants to classi fy  themselves in accordance with the Eurocentr ic  labels
that the asylum interview seems to expect .  The r igid categories indicate a fai lure to understand the organic nature and
complexity of  SOGIESC.  
In addit ion,  people seeking international  protect ion on these grounds are more l ikely to be survivors of  sexual  violence.
Survivors of  sexual  violence,  which they were a vict im of  on account of  their  identity ,  potential ly  entai ls  mult iple layers
of  shame; on account of  their  identity i tself ,  the same that accompanies being a vict im of  such an act ,  and the notion that
the attack occurred on account of  their  identity -  al l  of  which form a mult i tude of  barr iers  that prevent the applicant from
art iculat ing their  claim.   
With regards to credibi l i ty ,  c laiming asylum on other grounds might offer  more opportunit ies to corroborate fear of
persecution,  which are not avai lable for  people seeking asylum on the grounds of  or ientat ion or  identity as i t  is  inherent
and personal  by nature.   



In the asylum interview, appl icants are asked prohibi ted quest ions,  such as quest ions about sexual  pract ice or
behaviour,  or  problemat ic l ines of  quest ioning, including those based on stereotypical  not ions.  Rel iance on
stereotypes in the assessment of  SOGIESC claims is just  one symptom of inadequate t raining and knowledge of  the
legal  f ramework for  SOGIESC claims among the relevant author i t ies.  People seeking asylum on the basis of  d iverse
SOGIESC are rout inely asked quest ions that demonstrate prejudice and/or a lack of  knowledge, including framing
SOGIESC as a choice or l i festy le,  of ten implying that the appl icant is at  least  part ia l ly  responsible for  their  need to
seek asylum. 

“There also I  d id my asylum interview which did not go wel l  due to basic errors made by the casework that  led to my
asylum case being rejected… an appeal  was made … but as at  now there is no response from the Asylum off ice…
which has made me feel  even more stranded” -  John

4 )  I N T E G R A T I O N  I N  S O C I E T Y
Whilst integration is diff icult  for al l  refugees in Greece LGBTQI+ persons face the double stigma of being both
LGBTQI+ and refugees. This poses an addi t ional  barr ier  in an already di f f icul t  context .  Support  provided is
inadequate and indiv iduals are not given the tools needed to use their  ski l ls  and professional  backgrounds and of ten
have much smal ler  support  networks to rely on. LGBTQI+ person are at  increased r isk of  t raf f ick ing and many people
are forced into insecure,  exploi tat ive or dangerous work ( including sex work) due to the lack of  integrat ion support .
Moreover they are more l ikely to face discr iminat ion or harassment in employment or at  publ ic services and face
signi f icant chal lenges report ing or addressing this.  

 
“ I  am moving forward but I  don' t  real ly know where I  am going. I  need to integrate,  have a job to support  mysel f  and at

the same t ime Greece traumatises me a lot  due to the way in which I  am treated in Samos. I  hope the future wi l l  be
di f ferent”  -  L i l ianne 

R E C O M E N D A T I O N S
1) LGBTQI+ people c la iming asylum need safe accommodation  that  d i rect ly meets their  unique safety needs,
protect ing them from discr iminat ion and harassment,  promotes good mental  heal th and provides LGBTQI+ persons with
safety and digni ty.  

2)  A t rauma-informed, cul tural ly sensi t ive approach to providing services for  LGBTQI+ persons is needed, wi th more
training, more action and more support available.  This should take in to account the speci f ic  needs of  t rans and
gender non-conforming, HIV+, v ict ims of  tor ture

3) Improved guidance  should be issued that covers the standards set out by the ECHR and the CJEU on assessing
SOGIESC claims, special  considerat ions on evidence assessment,  re levance of  COI and part icular i t ies of  SOGIESC
claims, and how to conduct interviews with gender perspect ive and a t rauma-informed approach that acknowledges the
f lu id i ty and nuances of  SOGIESC claims. 

4) Speci f ic  integration programmes  that  address the double st igmat isat ion and direct  exper iences of  for  LGBTQI+
refugees. This should equip them with the resources, ski l ls  and networks for  successful  integrat ion and employment
and ut i l ise the strengths and exper ience that LGBTQI+ refugees have.  
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